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THOMAS CLAKKSON
Thomas Clarkson, born in 1760, was still at
Cambridge, where he had taken his degree, when he
decided to compete for a Latin Prize Essay of which
the subject had been announced by the Vice-Chan-
cellor as " Is it right to make slaves of others against
their will ? " The facts which came to his know-
ledge in preparing his essay, for which he gained
the first prize, weighed so heavily upon him as to
engross all his thoughts, and the more he thought
about the subject the more he felt convinced that it
was his duty to make them known far and wide,
with a view to putting an end to the horrible trade
in slaves, Clarkson thereupon obtained interviews
with various men likely to show interest, including
Granville Sharp, Bennet Langton, James Ramsay,
and Sir Charles Middleton (afterwards Lord Bar-
ham), with the result that he resolved to give up the
active exercise of his clerical profession (he had
already been ordained Deacon) and devote himself
definitely to the cause, realising that " there could
be no hope of success except it should be taken up
by some one who would make it the object or busi-
ness of his life."
Many of his advisers were members of the Society
of Friends. They encouraged him in his purpose,
and offered to become responsible for the cost of
circulating his book, and of collecting the informa-
tion necessary for his work. Among those whom